
 

  

From our General Presbyter, 

Bobbi White 

 
Recently, I attended a training for 

sexual misconduct prevention and 

response with people in our Presbytery 

who will provide pastoral care to 

accuser, accused and to congregations where sexual 

misconduct has occurred or charges have been 

brought. I was pleased with the incredible background 

of 26 responders and the great training provided by 

Sandra Brown and Jim Poling. The six hours of 

training went by quickly as the leaders were very 

gifted, knowledgeable and kept things going at a fast 

pace.   

 

 Several people have said that Sandra Brown 

taught them pastoral care at Princeton and were 

excited that she would be teaching us. Jim Poling has 

been an expert in this area for years and has written 

extensively on the subject. They used many different 

ways of teaching including surveys, small discussion 

groups, video, lecture and role plays. Sandra and Jim 

did a couple of role plays that had us laughing, crying 

and learning. One person said that they had dreaded 

the day, but instead found it stimulating and 

enjoyable.  

 

Sacred Trust: Relational Boundaries for 
Religious Leaders 

 
 Ministry is an exciting adventure of proclaiming the 
gospel and guiding persons to follow God’s call in their 
own lives.  Ministry is a privilege because it creates the 
possibility of significant conversations with persons as their 
spirits struggle with relationships and issues in their lives. 
The Book of Order gives authority to elders and clergy to 
represent the church and God in the adventure of ministry. 
The Book of Order also calls us to accountability for how 
we use our authority. (G-11.0403d) 
 Sometimes ministry is stressful as we hear stories 
from people that challenge us in our own spiritual journeys. 
We often enter into the lives of people of faith whose 
problems are not easy to understand.  Sometimes we 
make mistakes and cross boundaries that violate the 
integrity of others. We must confess our mistakes and try 
to repair any damage we have done in our ministries.  
Sometimes we hear of more serious boundary crossing by 
elders and clergy in their roles as religious leaders. We all 
know that persons and congregations have been damaged 
by the more serious violations. 
 The Presbytery of Western North Carolina is 
offering two training events in February and March to help 
all of us understand and respect relational boundaries for 
religious leadership.  On February 24, 35 persons gathered 
at First Church, Morganton, to learn how to provide 
pastoral care when boundaries have been crossed and 
damage has been done. For example, if the Presbytery‘s 
Sexual Misconduct Policy has been violated, the Stated 
Clerk and General Presbyter can call on trained pastoral 
care volunteers to express the care and concern of the 
Presbytery for victims, leaders who have been accused, 
and congregations. 
 On March 31, 60 persons will gather at First 
Church, Morganton, for training in relational boundaries for 
religious leaders. In this workshop, we will discuss self-
care and healthy boundaries in the context of God’s call to 
ministry. We will also focus on understanding the 
consequences that follow for persons and congregations 
when boundaries are violated. Our plan is that every 
clergyperson and elder active in Presbytery leadership will 
be involved in 6-hour training workshops in the next year or 
so.  Watch your Presbytery news for future opportunities.  

- James Poling 
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From left: Jim Poling, Jim Wallis & Sandra Brown, 

leaders of the ñSacred Trust:  Relational Boundariesò 

workshop. 

Continued on Page 5ðGP 
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Third Street Presbyterian Church, 

Gastonia 
Third Street, Gastonia, is an Acts 16:5 congregation taking 

seriously its vision “of being a church of God’s servants 

impacting changing and growing lives spiritually in church 

and community.”  

As a result of this 

vision, the church 

has formed a 

partnership with the 

Rhyne Elementary 

School in the West 

Highlands 

Community of 

Gastonia.  This is a 

three-way 

partnership between 

the church, the school and the families of the West 

Highland community.  The ministry kicked off with a 

Back-to-School blessing celebration on Sunday, August 

22, 2010.  During the morning service, parents from the 

community and 27 members of the staff of Rhyne 

Elementary School were in attendance—along with the 

principal, vice principal and other staff members.  The 

church provided a cookout following the service for all 

those attendees, as well as a donation of school supplies, 

including book bags, to parents who were in attendance in 

the morning worship service. 

 The second phase of this partnership with Rhyne 

included recruiting mentors to work with the kids at the 

school.  Due to the work and efforts of elder Peggy 

Ferguson of Third Street, forty-two (yes, that is 42!) 

mentors were recruited and trained at Third Street, during 

August and September.  As a result, Rhyne Elementary 

School went from having one mentor during the previous 

academic year to 42 mentors this school year, with a 

majority of these mentors being male! 

 On November 13, Third Street held an 

appreciation 

luncheon for 

parents of those 

whose kids were 

in the mentor 

program at 

Rhyne.  There 

were 21 parents 

in attendance, 

along with their 

children. 

small is MIGHTY! 
 

“Small is mighty,” that is what my mother used to tell me 

when I was a teenager and Mom thought I was “too big for 

my britches.”  She would look up at me with her les than 

five feet frame and dare me to cross her.  I never did! 

 Now I find myself telling our little church in 

Bryson City, “small is mighty” to encourage them.  Let’s 

face it, 2010 was a tough year.  Bad weather kept people 

from getting to church and our income comes from the 

plate more than pledges.  Not to mention, it is hard to find 

young new leadership when you have less than a hundred 

to choose from and most of them are over 50.  It is 

especially hard when the church just up the hill from you 

has guitars and drums and a jean-wearing, coffee-drinking, 

technology-driven atmosphere that just calls out to the 

younger crowd.   How do you compete with that? 

 As other ministers in my community tell me, “You 

don’t compete.  We can’t be all things to all people.  We 

can only be faithful to what God calls US to do.” 

 So what is God calling us to do in 2011?  What 

can we celebrate as we go into a new year that looks to be 

even more challenging than the last? 

 God is calling us to do what the church has always 

been called to do—share the good news of life in Jesus 

Christ.  We can celebrate being small.  For who introduced 

you to your faith?  Most of us were introduced to and 

nurtured in our faith through a small group of people.  

Like the New Testament church, small groups sharing a 

meal, reading the scriptures, praying and praising the Lord 

together, and reaching out to others to draw them in is 

what being a church means.  We can do that! 

 It is true that we need to grow, not only to survive, 

but to keep things new and fresh.  But the beauty of a 

small church is that we don’t need to grow so big that we 

don’t know people’s names.  It is a gift to be a part of a 

community of faith that knows your name. 

 In this New Year, may we celebrate who we are 

and the ministry we’ve been given.    May we connect to 

one another in our clusters in order to form partnerships 

that share resources and encouragement.  The Small 

Church Committee of our Presbytery wants to help in that 

process, for we believe that we may be small, but through 

God we can be mighty! 

 

  Pastor Terry Hanna 

  Bryson City Presbyterian Church 

 
Two good resources:  The Gifts of the Small Church, Jason 

Byassee  and   The Indispensable Guide for Smaller Churches, 

David R. Ray. Continued on page 4ðThird Street 
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THE GRACE CARD is a movie which is highly 

recommended by Ann Aichinger at New Vision 

Church.   She was able to secure it for pre-screening 

in January and it will be playing at the Hickory 

Carmike 14 Theaters beginning February 25. 

 

This is a powerful movie about struggle, pain and the 

discovery of real grace and forgiveness.  It shows 

how everything in our lives can change in an instant, 

but will take a lifetime to unravel. 

 

The story line….Mac McDonald loses his son in an 

accident.  The ensuing 17 years of bitterness and pain 

erodes his love for his family and leaves him angry 

with God and just about everyone else.  His rage 

stonewalls his career in the police department and 

makes for a combustible situation when he’s 

partnered with Sam Wright, a rising star on the force 

who happens to be a part-time pastor and a loving 

family man.   

 

Can Mac and Sam join forces to help one another 

when it’s impossible for either of them to look past 

their differences—especially the most obvious one?  

Every day, we have the opportunity to rebuild 

relationships and heal deep wounds by extending and 

receiving God’s grace.  Offer THE GRACE CARD, 

and never underestimate the power of God’s love. 

 

For more information about this film, see the website: 

www.TheGraceCardMovie.com. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN IN ASHEVILLE 

 

First Presbyterian Church, Asheville is the first in our 

Presbytery to be certified as an Earth Care 

Congregation by the PCUSA Environmental 

Ministries.  This distinction exemplifies the great 

commitment that First Presbyterian Church has for 

caring for God’s earth and makes it a model for other 

churches in Western North Carolina. 

 

FPC has a strong commitment of creation care, thanks 

to the hard work of many individuals over many 

years.  All the energy improvements, water saving, 

and recycling projects FPC has completed in the past, 

as well as worship, education and outreach activities 

conducted in the past year counted toward achieving 

the required number of points for certification.  In 

addition, the session affirmed the Earth Care Pledge 

to integrate environmental practices and thinking into 

all aspects of church life.  The certification is 

renewable each year and FPC’s Creation Care Task 

Force is working toward incorporating these actions 

into the everyday life of the church.   

 

For more information, please contact Jane Laping at 

janelaping@sbcglobal.net or to www.pcusa.org/

environment. 

In theaters  

February 25 

Lots of information can be 

found on Presbyteryôs website: 

www.presbyterywnc.org 

Check us out! 
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ǫȔȐD THE ǥATE 
f˛ʞ LeʠÙʟ Cʮɳʮˋraɾʍ! 

Saˢˤrdˉʦ, Au˒usʠ 20, 20˫1 
F˔rsʠ Pɼeˀˋyɾˏˠiˉʘ C˓ˤrʫʑ, 

M˛rgˉnt˛ʘ 
9:˪0 ʆ.ʗ.Õ3:˪0 ʜ.ʗ. 
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Saturday,  March 5, 2011  

Montreat Conference Center  

9:00 a.m. ñ5:30 p.m.  

 

A workshop, sponsored by First Presbyterian Church of  
Morganton and  the PWNC  Youth Committee,  on 
exploring healthy relationships and sexuality as you and 
your youth enter adolescence. 

 

Interested? Go to Presbyteryõs website (www.presbyterywnc.org) for more information or call 

the Presbytery office to register (828/438-4217). 

Third Street did it again...they fed over 200 people 

on Thanksgiving Day!   For the third year, they 

provided a wonderful meal for people in need.  The 

number fed increases every year and their partnership 

with the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity allows them to 

provide more meals—the typical Thanksgiving Day 

meal with all the trimmings! 

Continued from page 2ðThird Street 

 

 On the second Saturday in December, we held a 

parents focus group meeting to begin to discover what 

issues and concerns parents might be struggling with as 

they seek to raise their children.  We worked to identify 

both those things that help, as well as those things which 

hinder parents as they go about the business of raising 

their children and taking care of their families.  The 

results of this focus group will form the basis of our 

planning as we seek to move forward with this ministry.  

 In addition, the parents who attended with their 

children were given a turkey for their Christmas dinner, 

thanks to a generous donation from one of Gastonia’s 

industry. 

 The next scheduled meeting will occur this 

month, with the hope of beginning to impact some of 

those issues identified during the focus group meeting. 

Come join us for the  

 
CE Day Retreat  

Saturday, April 9th  
9:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church, 
Asheville. 

 
Topic:  òEffective Bible Study for Tweens, Teens, 
and Young Adultsó 
 
Keynote Speaker:  Mary Todd Peters w/ 
special music by David LaMotte! 
 

Cost:  $10 per person (includes Pro-
gram, Subway lunch, snacks and refreshments, Da-
vid LaMotte concert, and more!) 
 
For more registration information, go to Presbyteryõs website 
and click on the green Christian Education Day Retreat but-
ton!  

Donõt miss it! 
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David LaMotte 
in Concert! 

 
Saturday, April 9th at 3:00 PM  

First Presbyterian Church, Asheville  
 
Tickets Cost: $5.00 each and 2 or more 
canned goods for the Manna Food Bank 
 
Ticket  Info: 828-438-4217 or www.presbyterywnc.org 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅ aŜŜǝƴƎǎ Φ Φ Φ 
 
нлмм 
!ǇǊƛƭ нсΣ нлмм - aƻƴǘǊŜŀǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Wǳƭȅ нсΣ нлмм - DŀǎǘƻƴƛŀΣ CƛǊǎǘ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нм-ннΣ нлмм - [ŀƪŜ Wǳƴŀƭǳǎƪŀ 
 
нлмн 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нуΣ нлмн - ¢.! 
!ǇǊƛƭ нпΣ нлмн - aƻƴǘǊŜŀǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Wǳƭȅ омΣ нлмн - ¢.! 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нс-нтΣ нлмн - [ŀƪŜ Wǳƴŀƭǳǎƪŀ 
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 I am excited about this training because I 

have seen the pain that inappropriate behavior has 

caused in a number of our churches. The wounds last 

for generations in our churches and in the victims. I 

want to see us do more for both the victims and the 

congregations. As we go through this training, there 

maybe ways to better support our congregations and 

members when they have been injured by sexual 

misconduct.  

 The training is open to anyone, but will be 

required for all pastors, presbytery level youth 

workers, presbytery committee members, and others. 

I look forward to learning more at the March 31st 

session.  -  Bʺʪˋʒ 

Just a reminder ~ The 4th 
workshop on the Acts 16:5 
Initiative will be held Saturday, 
March 26th, at the First 
Presbyter ian Church in 
Morganton.  Cost is $10 per 
person and registration is 
required.  Forms can be downloaded from 
Presbyteryôs website (www.presbyterywnc.org) 
or by calling the Presbytery office at 828/438 -
4217.  The deadline to register is March 11th!  


